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HISTORY

Burgie Estate was in the ownership of the
Dunbar Family from the mid 16th Century until 1908.

Burgie House was built in the mid 19th Century
but was added onto in 1910 by the Thomson’s

who bought it two years previously.
The Estate consisted of several thousands of acres

but now consists of just over 1000 acres.
The Arboretum was started in the 70’s; but due to
several factors was not progressed until 2008.
One of the reasons for progress was the start of
Dutch Elm disease. A very large proportion of

the wood was Elm and because it was such an eye sore
the present owner made the decision to “clear it up.”

Now the Arboretum has been split into zones and it is the
intention to try and produce colour all through the year as
opposed to just Spring and Autumn. Work is in progress
but with limited resources and labour, progress is slow.

Most of the plants are grown from seed collected by the owner.

CHARITIES
Our Honesty box is in aid of

WORLD HORSE WELFARE & SAND PIPER TRUST
Suggested donation £3.00

TREE AND SHRUB COLLECTION

OAK Wood - building on large numbers of oaks
from around the world.

EUCALYPTS - There are a limited number of varieties
of Eucalypts that will grow here but they have been chosen
to see how they develop in this part of the world with the

intention of using the more successful varieties for
commercial use, be it for biomass, fencing, milling or firewood.

LIME - “Henryana” is a very special tree but the
collection is being added to year on year.

SORBUS/MALUS/BIRCH/ALDER - These are spread all over
the arboretum and a considerable collection has been established.

MAGNOLIAS - These grow well in Moray but there are not many
around so we are establishing a collection.

There are many unusual trees from around the world
which has been established in the wood.
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